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On March 29, 2007, Applicants filed an Information Disclosure Statement in the present 
application, in which the following documents were cited: 

(1) Japanese Patent Publication No. JP 2003-248180 A, together with an English 
language Abstract of the same, and patent family member U.S. Patent No. 
6,965,710; 

(2) Japanese Patent Publication No. JP 56-107201 A, together with an EngUsh 
language Abstract of the same; and 

(3) Japanese Patent Publication No. JP 2003-195012 A, together with an English 
language Abstract of the same, and patent family member U.S. Patent Application 



Sir: 



Publication No. 2003/0081897. 
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Applicants note that these documents were cited in a Japanese Office Action that was 
mailed on February 2, 2007 with respect to patent family member Japanese Patent Application 
No. 2004-283813. To complete the record, Applicants hereby submit copies of the Japanese 
Office Action and an English language translation thereof The relevance of the above-noted 
documents, as ascertained with respect to the Japanese claims by the Japanese Examiner, is set 
forth in the Japanese Office Action. 

Should the Examiner have any question, the Examiner is invited to contact the 
undersigned at the below-listed telephone number. 
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NOTICE OF REASONS OF REJECTION 



Application No. 



2004-283813 



Drafting date 



January 30, 2007 

Kazuyuki Kobayashi 3497 2X00 

Yasuo Itaya 



Examiner 



Attorney 



Applied provisions Article 29, paragraph 2 and Article 36 

This application should be refused by the next reason. If 
there is an opinion about this, please submit a written opinion within 
sixty days from a day of sending of this notification. 



The invention(s) according to the following claim(s) in this 
application cannot be patented under the Patent Law Article 29 
Paragraph 2, because a person having ordinal skill in the art in which 
the invention(s) belong could easily invent the same inventions based 
on an invention described in the following publication disturbed or 
available for the public through telecommunication line before the 
application in Japanese soil or a foreign country. 

Note (see the list of cited references) 
• Claims 1 to 5: cited references 1 to 3 
[Remarks] 



REASONS 



Reason 1 



1 



A person having ordinal skill in the art could easily make up 
the invention according to claims 1 and 5 by applying a configuration 
of refleting the light with the prism, which is described in the cited 
reference 2, instead of the fixed reflector in the invention of the 
optical switch described in the cited reference 1. Moreover, in the 
cited reference 3, the configuration is described that the lens block** 
formed by using the plural collimate lens integrally, the lens block ^ 
formed by fixing the ferrule, and the surface of the lens block, which 
is connected to the ferrule, forms the angle with the optical beam axis, 
so that a person having ordinal skill in the art could easily apply the 
configuration described in the cited reference 3 to the invention of the 
optical switch described in the cited reference 1 . 

Thus, a person having ordinal skill in the art could easily 
achieve the invention according to claims 1 to 5 on the basis of the 
inventions described in the cited references 1 to 3. 

LIST OF CITED REFERENCES 

1 . Publication of Japanese Patent Application 2003-248 1 80 
(especially, paragraphs [0013] to [0015] and FIG. 3) 

2. Publication of Japanese Patent Application 56-107201 
(especially, from fourth line of right column in page 1 to 
thirteenth line of upper left column in page 2 and FIG 1) 

3. Publication of Japanese Patent Application 2003-1 950 1 2 
(especially, paragraphs [0082] to [0086], [0136] to [0141], and 
[0148] to [0164] and FIGS. 3, 14, 16, and 22) 
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REASON 2 

Description and Drawings of this application do not satisfy the 
requirements of the Patent Law Article 36 Paragraphs 4, 6-1 and 6-2 
in the following points. 

Note 

• With regard to the description of "at least three optical fibers" in 
claim 1 , only the device body having three optical fibers is disclosed 
in the detailed description of the invention, and it is unclear how the 
optical switch is configured when there is the four optical fibers even 
with reference to the detailed description of the invention. Moreover, 
with regard to the description of "a switching mirror" in claim 1, it is 
unclear how the "mirror" acts in switching. 

Thus, the invention according to claim 1 is not clear and is not 
described in the detailed description of the invention. Moreover, the 
detailed description of the invention is not clear enough and is not 
sufficient to allow the person having original skill in the art to put the 
invention according to claim 1 into practice. 

The same can be said for claims 2 to 5 which cite claim 1. 
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